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How an Interesting Discovery
| by the United States
‘> Fisheries Bureau Has Given
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a Sensational Impetus to
r Millinery Enterprises.
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Another Type of
Jelly-Fish Plant
Related to the

“‘Portuguese
Man.of-War."*

A Jelly-Fish

Plant Whose
Buds Become
Jelly-Fish.
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The Europenn war stopped these imports.  And now the fisherles
burean hag aseertalned that there wis never any guod reason for get-
ting the stoff from abroad, because {t is vastly more plentiful slong aur
owl sea const than In Buropean walers, and (what I8 more Important )
the Amerlean product Is far superior,

But what, {t will be asked, has this to do with Jelly-ishes? The
answer [5:  Everything in the world.  For the material In question s
pot really sea moss at all, It s not o plant. It Is ap anlmal—or, more s
acenrately speaking, colenles of animals,  As It grows In tho water, it
looks like o plapt. 1t develops budg—such belng (s method of repro-
duetion The buds, when “ripe’ drop off and proceced to shift for
themselves, They are lttle jelly-fishes g

Everyhody wha visits the séashore In the summer tme |s familine
with Jelly-fishes. They aro among the most curlously Interesting of
animals  They epntaln more water in proportion to their bulk than .
any other lving creatures. In fact, they are 99 per cent, ses-water, 1t
placed on a fresh sheet of blotting paper, or any other clean surface,
and left for a few hours, hardly a trace of the Jelly-ish will remain.
Nothing but a slight stain. “Animated sea-water” is the jelly-fish—to
quote an eminent naturallst,

FFor some years past the fisheriec bureau has bean making a study
of the Jelly-fish “plant” In our awn waters. It has found the stuff in
{mmense “beds” all along the Atlantie const from Maine to Florlda—
evorywhere of a quallty superior to the imported article. But It was
only the other day that one of Its exploring steamers, the Fish Hawk,

- eame upon an area of the Chesapeake hottom that ylelds, in quantity
practically inexhaustible, a variety that far surpasses in beauty any-
thing of the kind hitherto known. :

Here, it would seem, I8 the destined source of supply for the: Ameri-
cnn millinery trade from this time on. That Industry can draw upon it
indefinitely, so long as fashion demands the materiul for the decorution
of hats The stuff is exquisite in its arborescent texture, and, when
dried and dyed, (s delicately soft and pliable. :

The recent studies made by the fisheries hurcau have disclosed tha []
faet that there are other species of “jelly-fish plants” which may ba
equally or even more useful. There s, for oxample, the plurml-

fera, or “plume-bearer,’ the name

' Dr. Hugh M. Smith, Chief of of which is sufficiently descriptive.

the U. 8. Figheries Burean. = Another is the bougalnvillla—called
- after the flower of that name, be-

cause of its bell-shaped buds, which
in due time drop off the parent stom
as full-fiedged jelly-fishes,

Most beautitul of all, however, s
the “ostrich plume,” delfcate and
elegant, which {8 found plentifully
along the Paclfic coast. It Is won.
derfully like nn ostrich feather, in
miniaturs, Nobody seems over to
have thought of utilizing it In any
way, yet for the adornment of hats
(it sultably drled and dyed) it
would be moat valuable. =il

The po-called "sea moss,” fmports -
ed from Germany, has been laigely,
utilized for purposes otBer than tie
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Plant-Like Animals Frequently Suitable for Hat Decoration.
By Rene Bache

ND now, dear madam, how about a few jelly-fishes for your
summer hat? Or perhaps for your autumn headgear? They
are to be the mode.

Sounds Jike a joke, of course; bot it {sn't anything of the

ll\\\ “\\\\\\&V ' kind. If you are not Inclined to take it serfously, write a line to the
|

\b“&\\\\v United Statea
\ government flsheries bureau, and ask,
N :
\\}-ﬂ\ .ﬂm\\‘:, The fisherfes bureau (at Washington) does not ordinarily concern AL m_illlnsry. ."' 18 !
AT used o quantities for hanging '
AT ftself with millinery matters. But here fs an exceptional case, By ] ”

- merest accident it has come dcross an immense guantity of millinery dlek:ru"'] nn‘n l:nlrlll color Rl o

ose fis na or.” This

— suppifes, of a kind highly esteemed (n the trade, In Chesapeake bay,
For several years past the big wholesale millinery houses in New ;
York, Balt!more, and other cities have been Importing from Germany & It cannot dfe, inasmuch as'it s al-.
sort of green stuff commonly called “sea moss,” very pretty In itsell, ready desd when imported, smdj
and suitable for trimming hats, especlally In combinatio® with artificial belng dyed & “fast green.” {t cap-|. :
flowers. They have brought it over by hundreds of tons ennually. not fads. :
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18 no idle or untruthful claim; for




